December 22, 2009
Dear Friends and Family:

Advent greetings! This December Kate, the kids, and | once again find ourselves in
the United States for the Christmas Season, reconnecting with friends and enjoying
precious moments with our families in the Midwest and on the East Coast.
Nevertheless, the principal work motive for our time here is “missionary home
assignment”, the biannual road rally which has us traversing twelve states in about
eight weeks as we visit some thirty sponsoring congregations.

One of the questions we almost inevitably receive when we visit congregations is:
“What more can we do to support your ministry and those ministries of the
companion churches with whom you work?” First off, as we struggle to provide an
adequate response, we are deeply grateful for the affirmation and support that is
implicit in the very question. At the same time, the question poses challenges,
especially at this particular moment in the life of our ELCA which has been buffeted
by the global economic crisis and the impact of the decisions around human
sexuality.

As | pondered this question, | turned to the readings for this First Sunday of
Christmas and Paul’s letter to the Colossians in 3:12-17 struck me for its unequivocal
response:

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
one body. And be thankful. (v. 12-15)

The best Christmas gift for our ministry we could receive from all of you -- and one
that we would also like to give to others — is the new wardrobe that Paul urges us to
wear. If we are lucky this Christmas season, we may receive a new scarf, boots or a
jacket. As we unwrap these gifts, we are invited to pause and offer a prayer of



thanksgiving for the new “clothes” that become ours through the Christ child:
Compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, tolerance and “above all’ love.

And of course thankfulness. We are thankful for how your financial gifts and ELCA
mission support make possible our ministry and those of our companion churches in
Argentina, Uruguay, Bolivia, Peru and Chile. Your support is more essential than
ever at a time when six of our colleagues at the ELCA in Chicago recently lost their
jobs due to budget reductions and Global Mission is facing difficult decisions about
future funding for our companion churches and missionary positions. The concrete
expressions of Global Mission support is seen below in the faces of the theology
students in Bolivia, a mission pastor in Peru, the program supporting women fighting
domestic violence in Chile, the Young Adults in Global Mission volunteers we
accompany who return to be leaders in our church, and Lutheran farmers seeking a
livelihood through sustainable agriculture in Argentina.

Celebrating the birth of the Christ Child with you,

David and Kate

Staff at the women’s domestic
violence shelter of our
companion church in Chile.

2009-2010 Young Adult in Global
Mission volunteers come
together for a Thanksgiving
retreat in Uruguay and sing
Holden Evening Prayer.




Nebraskan Lutherans are
learning about sustainable
agriculture that is in harmony
with God’s Creation from a
struggling Lutheran farmer in
Argentina.

ELCA mission funding helps
prepare these Bolivian seminary
students for a life-long
commitment to prophetic
Evangelical witness.

This Peruvian mission pastor is
relating the Exodus story to the
hope of liberation from the
closed-in structures of poverty
and injustice in this community
where a new congregation is
sprouting from the very ground.




