St. Paul
Lutheran Church

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2026 8:00 a.m.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: “Come to the Bread of Life” Sean Swanson

CONFESSION Please rise
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake
God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power
to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Amen

OPENING HYMN: WOV #699 “Blessed Assurance”

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together,

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and
you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and
prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24

Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It
is darkness, not light, as if someone fled from a lion and was met by a bear or went into
the house and rested a hand against the wall and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day
of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? | hate, | despise
your festivals, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer
me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept them, and the offerings of
well-being of your fatted animals | will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of
your songs; | will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like
water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

PSALM 70

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;

O LORD, make haste to help me.

Let those who seek my life

be put to shame and confounded,;

let those who take pleasure

in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.

Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me

turn back because of their shame.

Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;

let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”
But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died,
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who
have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive,
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.



For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage
one another with these words.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:1-13
Response: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young
women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those young women got up and trimmed
their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet,
and the door was shut. Later the other young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
open to us.” But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.” Keep awake, therefore,
for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Response: Praise to You, O Christ.



CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW #346 “When Peace, like a River”

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS:
United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

You build up the church as a community of faithful withesses throughout the generations.
Enliven the worship, outreach, and service work of our congregations and ministries with
the hope of your good news. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

As the nights grow longer in the northern hemisphere, make us mindful of the earth’s
need for rest. Provide for fallow fields and hibernating animals; show us how to curb
human impact on vulnerable lands and species. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Rescue all nations and peoples from violence, displacement, or famine. Disrupt
complacency among national and local leaders. Recommit our communities to
transforming the systems that divide and oppress into those that empower and unite.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In your embrace, we find refuge from all trials and troubles. Care for families who are
separated or estranged, accompany all undergoing medical procedures or mental health
treatment, and reassure any who are ill or despairing. God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.



Bless all who serve in congregational leadership: council members, finance committees,
volunteer coordinators, and property teams. Encourage healthy stewardship of time,
talents, and resources for the mission of the gospel. God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

The faithful of every age trust in the hope of your saving grace. In thanksgiving for the
ways our ancestors have journeyed before us, we remember all who have entered
eternal life in you. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus, your beloved. Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

(Those who desire to share the peace of the Lord with others are invited to greet
one another; those who do not wish to share the peace, may be seated.)

OFFERING: “Someone Else Living in You” Michael Zehnder

OFFERTORY
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OFFERING PRAYER

Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we offer,
and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS:

WOV #734 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”
WOV #731 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

LBW #341 “Jesus, Still Lead On”

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

POST COMMUNION
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PRAYER

Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You continuously
seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly. Now send us out,
awake to your presence, now and forever. Amen.




BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “All Creatures of Our God and King” by Gregg Sewell
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